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CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 6951 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, PFOR, GR, US 

SUBJ: U.S. -GREEK DEFENSE COOPERATION AGREEMENT: COMMUNIQUE AND 
OTHER DETAILS RELATING TO CONCLUDING ROUND 

REF: A) STATE 173031 (DTG 231550Z JUL 77) B) ATHENS 6814 
(DTG 21 1533Z JUL); C) ATHENS 6833 (DTG 221 131Z JUL) 

1 . 1 MET WITH CHRYSOSPATHIS ON JULY 26 TO DISCUSS DETAILS OF 
THE INITIALING CEREMONY AT 11:15 A.M. JULY 28 AND ISSUANCE OF 
COMMUNIQUE SHORTLY THEREAFTER. THE FOLLOWING TOPICS WERE COVERED: 

2. COMMUNIQUE: CHRYSOSPATHIS, AFTER CHECKING WITH BITSIOS, AGREED 
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TO CHANGES IN COMMUNIQUE PROPOSED BY REF A WITH THE FOLLOWING 
MINOR ADDITIONAL CHANGES: (A) LAST TWO WORDS SHOULD BE CHANGED FROM 
"RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTS" TO "TWO COUNTRIES", SINCE IN GOG VIEW IT 
IS THE COUNTRIES AND NOT GOVERNMENTS WHICH APPLY RELEVANT LEGAL 
PROCEDURES. WHILE THIS MAY OR MAY NOT BE ACCURATE, I DO NOT THINK 
IT MAKES ANY SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE, AND I RECOMMEND WE ACCEPT THIS 
CHANGE. (B) CHRYSOSPATHIS ALSO SUGGESTED THAT IN MIDDLE OF PARA- 
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GRAPH 2 FOLLOWING MY DESIGNATION AS CHARGE D'AFFAIRES THE PHRASE 
BE CHANGED FROM "OF THE UNITED STATES EMBASSY" TO "OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA" BEFORE "IN GREECE." THIS IS THE WAY THE GREEK 
TEXT WILL READ, AND GOG DOES NOT REALLY CARE WHAT PHRASE WE USE 
BUT SUGGESTED THE ABOVE FOR CONSISTENCY. AGAIN, I SEE NO PROBLEM 
WITH THEIR PROPOSED CHANGE. 

3. CHRYSOSPATHIS ALSO POINTED OUT THAT, IN ACCORDANCE WITH NORMAL 
PROCEDURE, THE GREEK TRANSLATION OF THE COMMUNIQUE WOULD LIST HIM 
FIRST AND ME SECOND, WHILE THE ENGLISH VERSION WOULD BE THE 
REVERSE. I INDICATED NO OBJECTION. 

4. GOG PLANS TO ISSUE TEXT OF COMMUNIQUE TO PRESS FOR RELEASE AT 
1300 LOCAL TIME (1 100Z) JULY 28. U.S. SHOULD ALSO EMBARGO TEXT 
UNTIL THAT TIME. I TOLD CHRYSOSPATHIS I DID NOT KNOW HOW 
WASHINGTON PLANNED TO HANDLE THE COMMUNIQUE BUT ASSUMED WE WOULD 
DO AS WAS DONE IN OCTOBER 1976, 1.E. HAVE TEXT AVAILABLE IN WASH- 
INGTON AND AT USIS HERE SO THAT U.S. CAN CONFIRM ISSUANCE OF COM- 
MUNIQUE BY GOG AFTER EMBARGO TIME. PLEASE ADVISE US IF WASHINGTON 
WISHES TO HANDLE COMMUNIQUE DIFFERENTLY. 

5. PRESS INQUIRIES: HAVING SAID THAT DESPITE THE PROBLEMS CREATED 
FOR US. WE WOULD NOT INSIST ON A PRIOR ANNOUNCEMENT, I REITEREATED 
THAT USG INTENDED, IF ASKED BY PRESS, TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WE ANTI- 
CIPATE A CONCLUDING MEETING IN THE NEAR FUTURE. CHRYSOSPATHIS RE- 
SPONDED THAT POLICYMAKERS OF GOG WOULD BE GREATLY TROUBLED IF THIS 
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SITUATION AROSE, SINCE THEY WANT NO REPEAT NO ADVANCE INDICATION 
THAT INITIALING WILL SOON TAKE PLACE. CHRYSOSPATHIS ARUGED 
STRONGLY THAT UMS. SHOULD REPLY WITH "NO COMMENT" IF SUCH QUESTIONS 
WERE ASKED IN NEXT 48 HOURS. ANY OTHER REPLY WOULD COMPEL GOG TO 
MAKE ADVANCE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT WHICH IT WOULD FIND DIFFICULT TO 
DO. I SAID THAT WE HAD BACKED OFF AS FAR AS WE POSSIBLY COULD ON 
THIS ISSUE WHICH, IN ANY CASE, WOULD PROBABLY NOT ARISE, BUT I 
WOULD TRY ONE MORE TIME TO CONVINCE DEPARTMENT TO SAY "CO COMMENT" 
IF ASKED. 

6. ADVISING CONGRESS: I INFORMED CHRYSOSPATHIS THAT WE INTENDED TO 
ADVISE SELECTED MEMBERS AND COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS CONFIDENTIALLY 
THAT WE WERE PREPARING FOR A FINAL MEETING AND COMMUNIQUE BUT WERE 
HOPING TO DELAY THIS NOTIFICATION UNTIL WENDESDAY TO MINIMIZE RISK 
OF LEAKS. CHRYSOSPATHIS RECOGNIZED THIS AS AN INTERNAL USG NEC- 
ESSITY WHICH HE HOPED WOULD NOT RESULT IN PREMATURE LEAK. 

7. INFORM NATO: I SUGGESTED THAT, AS IN THE PAST (SEE NATO 7083, 

NOTAL) THE GREEK DELEGATE TO NATO CIRCULATE COMMUNIQUE TO ALLIES 
SHORTLY BEFORE ITS PUBLIC RELEASE. AFTER CHECKING WITH BITSIOS, 
CHRYSOSPATHIS RESPONDED THAT GOG WOULD INSTRUCT ITS ACTING PERMREP 
TO MAKE COMMUNIQUE AVAILABLE TO OTHER DELEGATIONS, BUT NOT BEFORE 
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TEXT IS RELEASED IN ATHENS, I.E. 1200 NOON BRUSSELS TIME. WHEN I 
COUNTERED THAT THIS WAS NOT REALLY "ADVANCE NOTIFICATION", 
CHRYSOSPATHIS SAID BITSIOS WOULD NOT BEND ON THIS OR OTHER QUES- 
TIONS OF TIMING, AND IN ANY CASE THIS WOULD INFORM ALLIED GOVERN- 
MENTS BEFORE THEY HEAR ABOUT COMMUNIQUE IN NEWSPAPERS. 

8. REQUESTED ACTIONS: A) APPROVAL TELEPHONICALLY BY COB JULY 27 
OF REVISED COMMUNIQUE AND PROCEDURES FOR ISSUANCE, OR DEPARTMENT'S 
DESIRES IN THE MATTER; B) RECONSIDERATION OF OUR INTENTION TO 
RESPOND TO PRESS INQUIRIES BY INDICATING WE ANTICIPATE A FINAL 
MEETING SOON. 

MILLS 
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